
 

Alexander Hamilton Middle School 

October 18, 2016 

SDMC Agenda                               
 
 

Welcome, Sharing, Recognition 

 

Think Through Math has well over 2,000 passed lessons.  Hall sweeps are really working well (except for flex).  

PTO candy sales did well.  They are still working to get the last of the money turned in, but it looks like the 

proceeds will increase from last year.   

 

There were several campus procedural items that teachers asked to be placed on the SDMC agenda.  The 

majority of them just needed to be clarified.  Each concern and the outcome is detailed below. 

 

Back packs:  Current policy states that back packs should remain in lockers until the dismissal bell rings at 

3:45.  Some teachers are allowing students to bring back packs to 5th and 10th period (flex).  Ms. Hampton 

stated that there needed to be consistency around the policy.  The suggestion was made to consider changing 

the current policy to require students to take their back packs to 5th and 10th periods (flex) so that students 

who were outside did not need to return to the building. Additionally it would help the students help students 

to clear the building quickly at dismissal when there is the least amount of hallway supervision.  After 

discussing the pros and cons, it was decided that beginning on Monday, October 24, 2016, students would 

begin taking their back packs and things they need for home to 5th/10th period each day.  On Fridays, they will 

take their backpacks to the last period of the day to maintain consistency throughout the week.   

 

Early release schedule:  Ms. Hampton asked for feedback on the staggered dismissal that was done on the 

October 11th early release day.  Bus Riders were released 5 minutes prior to the bell followed by students 

whose parents pick them up.  Students that walk were released last.  The purpose was to try and clear out 

buses so that cars could clear out faster and there would be less congestion and traffic as students are 

crossing the streets to walk home.  Mr. Montanez said that it worked well with 8th grade students who are at 

lunch.  Ms. Valentine stated that on early dismissal days there is more time in last period than any other so 

class would not be cut short.  The committee suggested that we continue this method of release for early 

dismissal.  

 

ID Badges:  Mr. Heck asked the committee to address the problem with students not wearing ID badges or 

defacing them.  Ms. Luterman reported that students not wearing an id badge has dropped dramatically since 

they began requiring them for students to go outside at lunch.  Sixth grade also uses this strategy and it has 

really worked well.  Mr. Montanez said that 8th grade had not used this strategy, but they will begin to 

implement it as well to see if the number of 8th grade students requiring temporary badges in the mornings 

will continue to drop.  If a student defaces their badge where their picture is unrecognizable, name is illegible, 

or barcode does not work, then they should get a new badge. 

 

 

 



ADA: Ms. Valentine stated that it was a challenge to get attendance submitted exactly at 10:10 a.m. and that 

teachers were getting email reminders at 10:11 a.m.  She asked if teachers could have a window of time in 

which attendance could be submitted or could teachers submit right when the bell rings.  Other teachers 

agreed that it is very difficult to remember to submit the attendance.  Ms. Hampton explained that this was 

not a campus or district policy but a state policy.  Every campus must designated an ADA time which must fall 

in the first two hours of the day and must remain consistent.  Unfortunately a window of time is not available 

and attendance for second period must be submitted at 10:10. 

 

The committee also heard suggestions regarding policy when planning for next school year.  The items are 

listed with detail below. 

 

Student Lockers:  A request has been brought to Ms. Hampton from both students and teachers to consider 

allowing students to carry their back packs with them to class and not use lockers.  The reason for the request 

is that because hallways are narrow, students with bottom lockers get stepped on and/or kicked.  Additionally 

since students are not issued books, there is not really a need for the locker.  

 

Pros included the following: students would not have reason to go back to their locker during class because 

they forgot something and passing should go more quickly.  Concerns expressed included:  students have two 

different binders for alternating days and it would be too much for a backpack; students have extra-curricular 

things like karate uniforms or PE clothes that they keep in their lockers; with small classrooms as it is, back 

packs may be a safety issue.  Ms. Hampton asked committee members to discuss this with colleagues and 

students to get additional feedback.  Ms. Valentine suggested that teachers alternate releasing top and 

bottom lockers to eliminate some of the problem. 

 

Uniforms:  Mr. Vogt expressed an interest in changing the uniform shirts that students are allowed to wear to 

eliminate the hood and the pocket.  He stated the pocket in front was a good place for student to hide 

contraband.  Ms. Valentine explained that at one time that was the policy, but hoodies became so popular 

that students were buying jackets and/or sweatshirts at the store and weren’t buying school shirts.  It became 

too big of a battle to fight and so they have the current sweatshirt.  Ms. Hampton explained that to do this it 

would take a three year phase out as students may be able to wear these from one year to the next.  The 

committee will take this to colleagues and students to get additional feedback for a recommendation.  The 

parents present agreed to ask other parents as well to provide additional information from parents/students.  

It was asked if we could do a call out reminding parents of the dress code before the Thanksgiving break so 

that as they were Christmas shopping they might keep it in mind. 

 

PTO Updates:   The Cherrydale Fundraiser went well.  They still have money that has not been turned in, but 

the list is not as big as last year.  The Boo Bash will be Friday, October 28, 2016.  PTO will sell tickets at lunch 

for $5.  Students who have not turned in their Cherrydale money will not be able to buy a ticket for the dance.  

Clown costumes will not be allowed. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ms. Hampton shared the following upcoming events. 

 

Community Calendar 

 Tomorrow: Oct 19:  Wear Orange—Unite Against Bullying 

 October 24 – 28:  Red Ribbon Week  

 Interact Club:        Polio Prevention 

 October 24 – 28:  Trick or Treat to End Hunger, Interact 

 October 25th:  Magnet Showcase Recruitment Event 

 October 27th:  Coffee with the Principal:  Topic--Recapture 

 October 28th:  Boo Bash, PTO 

 October 31st:  Go Pink or Go Home 

 November 5:  Saturday Academy 

 

There were no additional questions or concerns.  The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be held 

on November 15, 2016. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 


